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FOREWORD

The Interdepartmental Hurricane Conference (IHC) is sponsored annually by the Office of the
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological Services and Supporting Research (OFCM) to provide a
forum for the responsible Federal agencies, together with representatives from the user
communities like emergency management, to review the Nation’s hurricane forecast and warning
program and to make recommendations on how to improve the program in the future. The major
objective is to plan and prepare for the upcoming hurricane season. The 60™ THC was held in
Mobile, Alabama, March 20-24, 2006, and the new procedures, procedural changes, and
agreements reached at the conference were incorporated into this publication—the 44™ edition of
the National Hurricane Operations Plan (NHOP).

At the 60" THC, the Working Group for Hurricane and Winter Storms Operations and Research
(WG/HWSOR) addressed 19 action items. Of the 19, 9 will be closed through incorporation into
the 2006 NHOP as approved recommendations and/or changes; 5 of the items were
informational in nature. Detailed descriptions of the action items are available on the OFCM
web site at http://www.ofcm.gov/homepage/text/spc_proj/ihc.html.

This edition includes a number of minor revisions and changes to Chapter 3, General Operations
and Procedures of the National Weather Service Hurricane Centers, and Chapter 5, Aircraft
Reconnaissance, to include a requirement in Chapter 5 for high density three-dimensional
Doppler radar data. Additionally, Chapter 4, National Weather Service Products for the
Department of Defense, Chapter 6, Satellite Reconnaissance, and Appendix A, Local National
Weather Service (NWS) Office Products contain some important updates.

The 2005 Atlantic tropical cyclone season was one of historic proportions—the most active
season on record. Twenty-seven tropical storms developed, breaking the old record of 21 set in
1933. Of these 27 tropical storms, 15 became hurricanes, breaking the record of 12 set in 1969,
and 7 became major hurricanes. The record-breaking season also recorded two firsts. For the
first time, four Category 5 hurricanes were observed in the Atlantic basin in a single season, and
four major hurricanes made landfall in the U.S. In all, there were seven U.S. landfalls, including
Hurricanes Cindy, Dennis, Katrina, Rita, and Wilma, and Tropical Storms Arlene and Tammy.
As of March 2006, the death toll for Hurricane Katrina alone was over 1600, making it the
deadliest U.S. hurricane since the Palm Beach-Lake Okeechobee hurricane of 1928. Total
property damage in the U.S. is estimated to be near $104 billion—the costliest U.S. hurricane
season on record. The estimated damage from Katrina alone was $75 billion, making it the
costliest single hurricane in U.S. history to date. The bottom line, however, is that the civilian
and military organizations that make up our multiagency tropical cyclone forecast and warning
system performed superbly during this historic and extremely challenging season—a tribute to
their professionalism and dedicated efforts.

Samuel P. Williamson
Federal Coordinator for Meteorological
Services and Supporting Research
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